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Friday, May 9th                             5 Iyar                                 Saturday, May 10th 
7:30 p.m.      10:30 a.m. 
Greeter: Stuart Fishman  
Bimah Honors: Bruce Schwartz DEDICATION OF THE 
 SCHILLER FOYER 
Rabbi Siroka will speak on Kiddush luncheon to follow 
�Celebrate Good Times� 
  
         

Torah Portion: Emor/ Lev. 21:1-24:23 

Friday, May 16th                                 12 Iyar                           Saturday, May 17th 
7:30 p.m.                     10:30 a.m. 
Greeter: Charlie Asher                           
Bimah Honors:  Peter Cholak                    Rabbi Siroka will discuss: 

                             �Standing on Top of the World� 
Rabbi Siroka will speak on 
�School Daze� 
                                                           

Torah Portion: Behar/ Lev. 25:1-26:2 

Friday, May 23rd                                 19 Iyar                           Saturday, May 24th 
7:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  David Mirkin 
 
 
Rabbi Siroka will speak on: Rabbi Siroka will discuss 
�Thanks for the Memories� �Breakin� the Law� 
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MAY CALENDAR 

Tuesdays 
�Be a Mensch� class-12:00 noon 

 

Sunday, May 4th 
Brotherhood brunch:  10:00 a.m. 

Charlie Asher 
 

Wednesday, May 7 
Yom HaAtzmout 

 

Tuesday, May 13th 
Executive Team Mtg�7pm 

 

Wednesday, May 14 
Sisterhood Candlelight 
Luncheon�12:00 noon 

 

Sunday, May 18th 
Last day of Religious School 

Brotherhood �get together lunch� 
followed by   

Israeli day at the Federation 
 

Monday, May 19th 
Women�s Torah Study� 7pm 

 

Tuesday, May 20th 
Temple Board Meeting�7pm 

 

Monday, May 26th 
Memorial Day�office closed 

 

Wednesday, May 28th 
Annual Congregation Mtg 

7:00 pm 
******************************** 

JUNE CALENDAR 
Thursday, June 5th 

Community Deli 

 

Friday, May 30th                                 26 Iyar                         Saturday, May 31st 
7:30 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 
Greeter: Ken Katz   
 
SERVICE OF Rabbi Siroka will discuss 
INSTALLATION  �Keys to the Highway� 

 
Torah Portion: Bemidbar/ Num. 1:1-4:20 

Friday, June 6th                              4 Sivan Saturday, June 7th 
5:30 p.m.  Note earlier time 10:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  David Ziker 
Bimah Honors:  Gayle Hachen 
 Rabbi Siroka will discuss 
Rabbi Siroka will speak on �Almost Cut My Hair� 
�Holy Cow, A Triple Play!� 

 
 

Torah Portion:  Naso/ Num. 4:21-7:89 

 
 

SHAVUOT 
Sunday, June 8th 

 

CONFIRMATION 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:45 p.m. 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

Monday, June 9th 
Shavuot Festival Morning 

Service�10:30 a.m. 
Yizkor/ Memorial Prayers 
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�Your old shall dream dreams, and your young shall see visions.�  So wrote the 
prophet Joel sometime late in the First Temple period.  Since Biblical times, Jewish 
communities have predicated their hopes for the future on the promise embodied by 
the children of each generation.  Based on the activities of our own young people, 
Temple Beth-El looks forward with continued prospects for blessing.  Consider these: 
• On Sunday, April 27, fourteen Temple members traveled together to Chicago to 
participate in the URJ�s regional �Consultation on Conscience�, dedicating a day of 
study and exploration to Jewish perspectives regarding issues of social justice.  Five 

were teenagers:  David Cholak, Noah Nunez-Gross, Shayna Hovarter, Ross Plotkin and Sam 
Silberman.  We should all be proud of the intelligent, mature, and graceful manner in which they 
represented our congregation. 

• As I write, one of our teens, Beth Fischgrund, is making her way to Poland and Israel as part of 
the �march of the living.�  This serious undertakin g will be highlighted by visits commemorating 
those murdered in the Holocaust, and then the tenacity of the Jewish spirit as seen in the flour-
ishing of modern Israel. 

• In June, nine teenagers will be part of a South Bend mission to Israel, coordinated by our local 
Jewish Federation.  This trip will certainly have profound and lasting impact on the Jewish iden-
tity of each of these teens. 

• AND, I am delighted to tell you that twelve (12!) Temple children will be going to summer camp at 
OSRUI (Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute, the Reform movement�s regional camp in Wisconsin).  
For two or four weeks, camp cultivates socializing, learning, laughing and living in a full-time 
Jewish setting. Additionally, I will be serving on the rabbinical faculty at OSRUI, overlapping with 
all of our kids� time at camp.  It has long been held that such experiences as Jewish cultural out-
ings, visiting Israel, and Jewish summer camping are the key ingredients to fostering strong val-
ues and positive Jewish identity. 

So finally � I encourage you to rejoice in all the goodness that is our youth by joining with your fellow 
congregants for this year�s Confirmation, which will be Sunday, June 8th, at 5:30 p.m.  This is the 
eve of Shavuot, and following the service, we will share in a festive holiday meal.  The observance 
will conclude with a wonderful set of presentations by adult Temple members on a range of issues of 
social concern.  Be with us for all or part of the evening � as we celebrate life-long learning togeth er! 

Most sincerely-B�shalom,  �����������	
�����
� 
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It is time for a new administration!  The past three years have been great and I  thank you for all of your 
support.  The month of May is always a busy one.  I do want to mention a few events.   

• The dedication of the Shiller Foyer will be Saturday, May 10th.  Dorothy�s family will be 
here and we all want to say �Thank You� for the gift t hat enabled us to accomplish this marvelous reno-
vation of the Temple lobby and foyer.   
• The annual congregational meeting is Wednesday, May 28th.  We need you!   

• The annual meeting will be followed with a very special Shabbat Service on Friday, May 30th when 
we will be installing a new executive team.   

                   
President:  Robert Rosenfeld 

1st Vice President:  William Gitlin     2nd Vice President:  Gayle Hachen 
Secretary:  Nancy Stanton     Financial Secretary:  Cheryl Ziker 

Treasurer:  Judy Shroyer 
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• To JUDY & MORT ZIKER on the birth of their great-

granddaughter, Veronica Hays 
• To DOREEN & HAROLD ZISLA on the birth of their great-

granddaughter, Katherine Zisla 
• To AMY MARSH on being elected to Phi Beta Kappa at 

Brandeis University. 
• To CINDY COHEN & RICH MEREDITH on the marriage 

of their son, Aaron Cohen, to Lisa Manes. 
• To JAY BROCKMAN on his book �Introduction to Engi-

neering�. 
• To TERRY & JEFF ZELVY on the engagement of their 

daughter Stephanie. 
• To ADAM MIRKIN on being inducted into National Honor 

Society. 
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 MAY 
  5�Mia & Laurence Hovarter�20th 
  6�Sharon & Scott Beisel�30th 
  8�Karen & Larry Brown�20th 
  8�Jo & Mike Duke�15th 
12�Claudia & Thomas Kselman�35th 
27�Shelly & Marty Rottenberg�20th 
 
JUNE 
  2�Billie & David Bankoff�35th 
  6�Alice & David Isaacson�15th 
21�Michelle & Robert Freel�10th 
26�Tammie & Alan Brown�20th 
26�Chris & Daryl Kleiman�20th  

2*���>������-� 
Mother-daughter art exhibit will be at the Federation building May 18 through June 27.   

FORMS OF NATURE�Natalie Klein and Laura Klein Tompkins 

SUNDAY, MAY 18th  
Last day of Religious School�Closing Ceremonies 

BROTHERHOOD SPONSORED �GET TOGETHER LUNCH�  at Temp le 
 

ISRAELI DAY AT THE FEDERATION FOLLOWING THE PICNIC 
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A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

New Orleans was the site of the semi-annual meeting of the Commission on Social Action of the URJ. From looking at 
the crowd enjoying NOLA�s French Quarter Jazz Fest, one would never suspect that things weren�t business as usual in 
the city. The restaurants were all crowded, the beer overflowing, the sounds of jazz wafted throughout the quarter and 
everyone was having a great time! 
 
Yes, it seemed that New Orleans was back! Katrina caused destruction but it didn�t destroy the �soul,� of the  city. At 
least that was what we thought until the meeting began on Sunday.  First we heard from Lt. Governor Mitch Landrieu, 
who described the failure of our administration to provide the emergency help and assistance needed to rebuild the city. 
Money that was allocated to help the city is in limbo because the local, state and federal government can�t agree on the 
distribution or the city�s priorities. Even now there is no master plan for rebuilding levies or coordinating what needs to 
be done. Healthcare, emergency operations, the school system, the transportation system, water/sewage and rebuilding 
of homes are all part of the necessary projects that need to be addressed. His message clearly was that if America turns 
its back on New Orleans, we would lose our own �soul,� a s a country. Where is the public outrage one heard right after 
Katrina? Could we all have Katrina fatigue? It seemed that many people have forgotten the city and its people, but some 
courageous folks have not. Throughout the meeting and city tour, we had the privilege and honor to meet a few heroes 
that have not lost their �soul,� or their heart through  this terrible human turmoil. They truly are examples of how one indi-
vidual does make a difference. Some examples: 
 
• Dr. Benjamin Sachs, who moved his family from Boston to head the Medical School at Tulane and try to revamp the 

medical services in New Orleans. He tells of the complete decline of medical services in the city.   
• Rabbi Uri Topolosky. He and his family arrived shortly before the hurricane and saw Beth Israel Synagogue de-

stroyed by 14 feet of water. Volunteers went in to try to rescue the sacred Torahs and other objects that were irre-
placeable.  

• Pastor Bruce Davenport, another courageous religious leader we met with, is in the St. Bernard neighborhood that is 
part of the 7th Ward. His church runs numerous programs providing after school tutoring, youth summer camp, family 
counseling, computer training, Aids testing and the distribution of clothing and household donations. Their work is 
not only a test of  hope and courage, but of loss and frustration. 

• Green Charter School Principal Tony Recasner. His charter school provides innovative education while addressing 
the needs of underserved students. Here, the children feel safe and have returned to some state of normalcy in their 
lives. They care about their school and neighborhood because someone cared about them. 

• Dan and Jackie Silverman, who wanted to do something more than just write a check after the hurricane. They 
wanted to help rebuild their community and help those who hadn�t been as lucky as they. They became involved in 
The New Orleans Women�s Shelter that provides transitional housing for homeless women and children. Located in 
the 9th Ward, the shelter has served over 200 women and children since the hurricane.  

 
Finally, we toured the 9th Ward, Make It Right Project and the work of Common Ground Collective. This area was the 
hardest hit and is one of the slowest to recover. We met Thom Pepper who volunteers for Common Grounds, an organi-
zation that provides short-term relief for Katrina victims as well as long-term support in rebuilding efforts.  
So, what did we learn from this visit? Simple things do matter like the importance of community, healthcare and our chil-
dren�s education . People in New Orleans need to know that we have not abandoned them.  We must show them that 
we still care. We have to turn up the �noise� about reb uilding New Orleans since this administration has not responded 
adequately 
Most of all,  people matter�yes, ordinary people like yo u and me who have �stepped up,� rolled up their sleeve s and 
made a difference. This trip was truly an inspiration of how much the human spirit can transform something positive out 
of such devastation through perseverance, strength, faith, and tenacity. And yes, the jazz does help too! 
 
For a list of organizations in NOLA which can use your contributions and help, please contact the Temple office. 
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Sunday, May 4th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Charlie Asher will talk about the 2 areas of work the organization he and his wife, Barb, established called �Up To Par-
ents�.   �Up To Parents� develops free child-focused r esources for parents in divorce and other family crises.  They also 
fund about 450 scholarships for K-12 students in our community. Please make an effort to attend this brunch and enjoy 
some good food and good conversation.  RSVP to Nanci at Temple. 
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TBE goes to URJ Consultation on Conscience 
Left to Right:  Zabe Williams, Nancy Stanton, Judy Stanton, Judy Shroyer, Marzy Bauer,  

David Cholak, Ross Plotkin, Sam Silberman, Noah Nunez-Gross, Anita Fishman,  
Shayna Hovarter, Rabbi Siroka 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2008 
Joshua Brown son of Tammie & Alan Brown 
Shayna Hovarter daughter of Mia & Laurence Hovarter 
Noah Nunez-Gross son of Gayle & Ramon Nunez-Gross 
Ross Plotkin son of Benjamin Plotkin and Nina Plotkin 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OF 2008 
Rachel Ebersol daughter of Cynthia & Michael Ebersol Penn HS 
Rebecca Gerber daughter of Lisa & Steve Gerber Clay HS 
Ashley Guss daughter of Liz Guss Adams HS 
Brittany Katz daughter of Sahara & Ken Katz Penn HS 
Lauren Levy daughter of Cathy & Jeffrey Levy Berrien Springs HS 
Max Schrager son of Laura & Randy Schrager Penn HS 
Abigail Smith daughter of Lisa & Greg Smith Adams HS 
Max Weisberger son of Elise Levin Riley HS 
 
COLLEGE GRADUATES 2008 
Aaron Hachen BS in Music Synthesis Berklee College of Music 
Amy Marsh BA in American Studies & Journalism Brandeis 
Robert Saddawi-Konefka BS in Neuroscience USC 
Lillian Shroyer BA in Political Science Univ. of Wisc 
Amanda Stephan BS Computer Science & Software Engineering  Rose Helmen 
  


