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APRIL CALENDAR

Tuesdays
Be a Mensch class-12:00 noon
No class on April 1st & 8th

No Religious School on the
following dates:
Sundays: 6, 13, 20
Wednesdays: 9, 16, 23

Tuesday, April 15
Temple Board Meeting 7pm

Friday, April 4th 29 Adar Il
5:30 p.m. (note earlier time)
Greeter: Marty Rottenberg

Bimah Honors: Charlie Asher

Rabbi Siroka will speak on
Greetings from Near and Far

Saturday, April 5th
10:30 a.m.
Kiddush luncheon sponsored

by Jerry & Neli Safur in memory

of his mother, Lou Safur

Rabbi Siroka will discuss:
Spring Cleaning

Torah Portion: Tazria/ Lev. 12:1-13:59
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Friday, April 11th 7 Nisan
5:30 p.m. (note earlier time)
Dinner to follow the service

Greeter: Chuck Simon

BROTHERHOOD SHABBAT

Saturday, April 12th
10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Siroka will discuss:
Let Me Tell You How It Will Be

Torah Portion: Metzora/ Lev. 14:1-15:33
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at the home of
Lynda Simon
1204 Honan Drive

Honoring all the LIFELINE
Members of the
Circle of Service

Sunday, April 27th
3:00 P.M.

Friday, April 18th 14 Nisan
5:30 p.m.(note earlier time)

Greeter: Bob Rosenfeld

Bimah Honors: Chelly Freel

Rabbi Siroka will speak on:

The Big Enchilada

Saturday, April 19th
10:30 a.m.

Rabbi Siroka will discuss:
Matzah, Matzah Man

Torah Portion: Acharei Mot/ Lev. 16:1-18:30

Friday, April 25th 21 Nisan
7:30 p.m.

Greeter: Peter Cholak

Saturday, April 26th
10:30 a.m.
Kiddush luncheon sponsored

by Betty & Rabbi Michael Signer

Alan Dowty shares reflections
Reflections on Israel at 60

Last day of PESACH
Yizkor

Torah Portion: Exod. 14:30-15:21

Monday, April 28th
Women s Torah Study
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 4th
Brotherhood Brunch
10:00 a.m.

Friday, May 2nd 28 Nisan

7:30 p.m.
SAM ROSE

Saturday, May 3rd
10:30 a.m.

son of AUDREY & DAVE ROSE
grandson of Emily & Sonny Rogow and Dorothy Rose
will celebrate his becoming

BAR MITZVAH

Torah Portion: Kedoshim/ Lev. 19:1-20:27
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In April we will celebrate Passover, the time of our freedom from Egyptian slavery. During this period
known in Hebrew as z man cheruteynu the time of our freedom, we think of our desire to provide
redemption to all who are oppressed. This month also commemorates the 40" anniversary of the as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. King was certainly one of the key figures to emerge on
the American scene during the 20" century, especially looking at the area of society, politics, and
Jewish involvement in Civil Rights. Especially in the middle decades of the last century, for many Re-
form Jews, their Jewish efforts to improve the world was synonymous with social action. | am both
i i delighted and honored that this idea was and remains a hallmark of Temple Beth-El. The partner-
ship between the Jewish community and that of the African Americans was central in the progress that was made to-
ward overcoming of the racism, inequality, and even hatred embedded within our culture (note even this one example:
much of the legislation that became the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was drafted at the Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism in Washington, DC). Sadly, in the years following MLK s death, that partnership weakened considerably, and in
many cases, was outright absent. The tumult of the late 1960 s and the challenges that ensued straine d what had
been very much a sacred collaboration to uphold the tradition teaching that all people are created in the divine image.
Much of my lifetime has witnessed the efforts to repair this damage.

One local symbol of these struggles is the Engman Natatorium, which had been for a time an exclusive, then segregated
pool facility. | have spoken to many of you who recall swimming there, and how the changes in our own area can be
represented by the particular history of the Natatorium. Proudly, our community is now engaged in a project to create
the South Bend Civil Rights Heritage Center on this site, using the footprint of the former Natatorium as the basis of this
new addition to our civic landscape. | know many of you are already aware of its progress. Recently | was made aware
of one element of this project: that several congregations are being asked to contribute jointly to dedicate a section of
the Center s grounds. This will demonstrate our religious community s commitment to honoring the past, and building a
stronger future for all of greater South Bend. Temple s leadership embraces this idea, as we would like to be a leading
voice in any campaign that employs Jewish values to promote positive societal change. | ask you to consider contribut-
ing to this effort. If you would like to donate, submit a check (of whatever amount) made out to Temple Beth-El, with
Natatorium in the memo line. Please send it to my attention. We will gather these funds to make a combined gift on
behalf of the congregation.

When Dr. King boldly exclaimed free at last, free at last, thank God Almighty | m free at last , he sounded very much like
a modern biblical prophet. We too have the capability to be involved in powerful moments for social justice. One such
opportunity will also present itself in April. Our Great Lakes Region of the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) is sponsor-
ing a regional Consultation on Conscience a social jus tice forum featuring some great speakers Rabbi David Sa-
perstein and Rabbi Lawrence Kushner both of these le ading figures are dynamic and engaging. We are hoping to get
a group together from Temple, including high school students, to attend. If we have enough interest, Temple will provide
transportation for our contingent. If you would be interested in attending, please contact either me or Marzy Bauer. For
more information, you can go onto the URJ website: http://urj.org/glc/ . Scroll down to the section titled Consultation on
Conscience April 27, 2008 and you can open the PDF for the conference.

Spring holds the promise of rebirth and rejuvenation. As we welcome the return of warmth, the budding of plants and
flowers, may we be recharged in our efforts to be vessels of justice and compassion! Best wishes for a great month,
and a sweet and healthy Passover! Most sincerely-B shalom,
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We are at the end of our construction phase. Please come and see what has been accomplished in
the Schiller Foyer. We have new ceilings, new lighting, new wall coverings, new carpet. AND the new
Jerusalem stone wall'!! |t is absolutely breathtaking!!! We are now going to pause and reflect on what
has been done. | am creating a new standing committee called the FACILITY MANAGEMENT TEAM.
This team will consist of the 1st VP (chair), Rabbi, Educator, House Chair, Commission on Worship chair
and 2 or 3 at-large members. This team will determine and manage the use, function and adornment of
all Temple space. This conferring group will oversee things that might be brought to them by the House
committee, the Arts & Artifact committee, etc., and will bring these things to the Executive Committee.
The initial focus of the Facility Management Team will be on the Schiller foyer. We need to be thinking of
a communication center, conversational areas, receptions and welcoming activities. For the next six
months we will simply live in this space. Nothing will be attached to the walls. We welcome input from the congregation.
A suggestion box will be put in the foyer for the next three months. Please feel free to write down your ideas.




With great pleasure we invite
members and friends
of the congregation to join us
in celebrating the

BAR MITZVAH
of our son, SAM, on
Friday, May 2nd
Saturday, May 3rd

AUDREY & DAVE ROSE

19 &
To WILL TURBOW & ANDREA RESNICK on their mar-
riage.
To MADY & LEE MACMILLAN on the engagement of their
son, Jeff, to Nisha Shukla
To ELEANOR WISWELL on the birth of her granddaugh-
ter, Nora Suzanne, to Amanda Wiswell & James Lowe.
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17—Laura & Randy Medow—20th
28—Catherine & Steven Blum—35th
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Sunday, May 4th at 10:00 a.m.

Charlie Asher will talk about the 2 areas of work the
organization he and his wife, Barb, established called
“Up To Parents”.

“Up To Parents” develops free child-focused resources for
parents in divorce and other family crises. They also fund
about 450 scholarships for K-12 students in our community.
Please make an effort to attend this brunch and enjoy some
good food and good conversation. RSVP to Nanci at Temple
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To MARIANNE BURDEEN for helping PAUL
KLEIN with the food pantry.
To DEBBIE & BOB ROSENFELD for sponsor-
ing a Kiddush luncheon following a Saturday
service.
To LISA GERBER, ANN SILVERMAN,
SANDY LEVINE for working on the Purim din-
ner.
To PAT SCHLOSSBERG, JAY BROCKMAN,
MIKE DUKE, JEAN KETCHUM, ANITA
FISHMAN, LYNDA SIMON for making
Hamentashen.
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Paskin, Adele.............cooeiiinnis 245-7816
Andre Pl #116, POB 303, Notre Dame, IN 46556
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Gray, Heather & Brian..................... 904-3000
510 Marquette Ave., 46617
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